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UPDATE of FISCAL YEAR 2015 FEDERAL LOCAL 

OBLIGATION AUTHORITY STATUS May 28, 2015 

As was previously reported due to the Federal Highway Bill (MAP‐21) 

expiring on May 31, 2015, the Federal Highway Administration provided the 

Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) reduced obligation 

authority (approximately two thirds) for Fiscal Year (FY) 2015. This 

corresponded to approximately $160 million of Local Obligation Authority 

for the local program. MDOT Local Agency Programs (LAP) processed a very 

aggressive FY 2015 program to the extent that the reduced Federal Local 

Obligation Authority was exhausted by the end of April. In accordance with 

established LAP policy, completed project packages that were eligible for 

obligation request were processed on a “first‐come first‐serve” basis for 

obligation. 
 

On May 23, 2015 Congress passed a 2‐month extension of MAP‐21 with an 
expiration date of July 31, 

2015 which will provide an estimated $40 million of additional Local 

Obligation Authority. The bill awaits the President’s signature. After 

the signature FHWA will release additional federal‐aid. 
 

This additional federal‐aid for local projects will be utilized in the following 
order: 

 

1.   Convert the current year projects that utilized the Advance Construct 
(AC) option. 

2.   Obligate the MPO operations and Transit Flex programs. 

3.   Obligate the current year Non‐AC projects ready for obligation, 

until this additional obligation authority is expended. 
 

Once this additional obligation authority is exhausted MDOT will still allow 
local agencies to utilize the 

AC funding option where a local agency provides the project funding up front 

and is converted to federal funds if/when additional federal‐aid is available. 

Additional federal funding will be available if/when Congress passes new 

highway funding or further extends the current funding act. If additional 

federal funding does not become available the local agency would be 

responsible for the AC amount. 
 

MDOT LAP staff engineers continue to accept and process projects to 

queue for obligation, in the order final complete project packages were 

received. 
 

If the local agency elects to not use the AC option, then its project 

will be obligated if successive obligation authority is received. 
 

The Local Bridge Program has State funds available for obligation of on‐
system bridge projects. Off‐system bridge projects utilizing federal funds are 
subject to the constraints and procedures listed above. 

 
MDOT TRUNKLINE SIGNAL WORK WITHIN LOCAL AGENCY PROJECTS 

 
The goal of this advisory is to update local agency staff and their consultants 
who are designing projects that will be utilizing federal or state funding that 
include a MDOT traffic signal within the limits of the project. 
 
If a local agency project impacts a MDOT traffic signal, a MDOT prequalified 
consultant is required to conduct the design work associated with the traffic 
signal.  A list of MDOT prequalified consultants is at:  
 
http://mdotjboss.state.mi.us/PSVR/searchByClassification.htm?codeVal=DTS&l
ongDesc=Design - Traffic: Signal 
 
Design for removal and replacement of in-pavement loop detectors in-
kind is the ONLY exception to the requirement for use of MDOT 
prequalified consultants.  There are no exceptions for agencies that have 
performed similar MDOT signal design work in the past or currently 
perform MDOT signal design work. 
 
MDOT traffic signal impacts that require signal design work by a MDOT 
prequalified consultant include but are not limited to: 
 

• Signal modernization 

• Adding detection or changing location or type of number of detectors 

• Bagging signals, signal timing, or other construction related 
maintenance of traffic activities  

• Relocating a pedestrian button 

• Addition of flashing beacons to MDOT maintained stop or warning 
signs on locally owned approaches 

• All other traffic signal design work except removal and replacement of 
in-pavement loop detectors 

 
MDOT recommends the local agency or its consultant contact the MDOT 
Signals Unit as early as possible in the local agency’s design phase, preferably 
before the design is 50% complete, if MDOT traffic signal or appurtenances are 
located in the project area.  Early coordination will allow for adequate time to 
determine the scope of any traffic signal work to be included in the project, 
minimizing delays to the project.  Be prepared to provide the MDOT Signals 
Unit the following:  
 

• Project scope and limits 

• Plans, if available 

• Milling activities within 400’ of any MDOT traffic signal 

• In-pavement loop detectors impacted, even if only a locally owned 
approach 

• Proposed changes to lanes or curb lines 

• Staging impacts to MDOT signals 

• Proposed pedestrian facilities at a MDOT signal 
 
If the MDOT Signals Unit determines traffic signal design work is required for 
the project, the local agency or its consultant should obtain a layout request    
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MDOT TRUNKLINE SIGNAL WORK WITHIN LOCAL AGENCY PROJECTS 

 
from the MDOT Signals Unit which defines the scope of signal work to be 
included in the design. 
 
The local agency’s GI and final design packages should include or address all 
of the information received from the MDOT Signals Unit. 
 
Please contact the MDOT Traffic Signals Unit Supervisors Doug Adelman 
(Operations) at AdelmanD@Michigan.gov or Erik Smalley (Design) at 
SmalleyE@Michigan.gov for project coordination and requirements.  
 
Contact Tracie Leix, LAP Engineer at LeixT@Michigan.gov for questions 
regarding this advisory.  
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